
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20th July 2021 
 

Dear parents and carers,  
 
We have made it to the end of another unique year! Thank you for your patience, 
support and understanding as we rode the ‘Covid roller coaster’ together!  We pray 
that we will be welcoming all of our children back to school in a pre Covid way, after 
the summer, on Friday 3rd September.  
 
As we reviewed the school year as a staff team, we have been able to identify many 
positives and things that have gone really well. This means that there are certain 
elements of the Covid ‘regime’ that we are keeping or slightly changing as we move 
forward. 
 
All you need to know 
 
General 

 Children and staff will no longer be working in bubbles 

 The wearing of masks for adults in communal areas will be optional. If you 
come into school, you too can choose whether you want to wear a mask or 
not. Although it is suggested that in crowded spaces you should. 

 We will continue to use antibacterial hand gel stations across the school and 
have regular handwashing. 

 We will continue to have only 2 classes in for lunch at a time as it makes this 
time more enjoyable. 

 Scooter and bike areas will be available at all gates for those wishing to ride 
to school. 

 Parents from Reception to Year 6 will be allowed back into the playground to 
collect and drop off their children. 

 We aim to run as many face to face school events as possible. In addition we 
would like to put on community events too. For this we need to reform a 
Friends of St Mary’s PTFA. If you are interested please leave your details with 
the school office so that we can contact you in September. 

PE 

 Children will continue to wear their PE kits to school on their PE day. 
Water 

 All children will be expected to have a reusable water bottle at school that 
they can fill up at a fountain/tap. 
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 St Mary’s is a cash free school. Every parent must have a parent pay account 
to pay for trips, events and school dinners. 

Uniform 

 You will find a uniform list attached. Please be reminded that children must 
only wear black school shoes (not trainers, pumps or boots). Please make 
sure you purchase the correct type so that you do not have to purchase 
another. 

Gates 

 Nursery will start school at 9.15am and finish at 3.15pm, entering and exiting 
via the EYFS gate. 

 Reception – Year 4 children and families will use the main gate.  

 Year 5 and 6 children and families will enter and exit through the Denman 
House gate. 

 These changes relieve congestion in one playground. 

 Gates will open 10 min before school starts and close at 9am. Similarly gates 
will open at 3.20 for dismissal at 3.30pm. 

Breakfast club and afterschool club 

 Fit for sports will be running our breakfast and after school provision after the 
summer break, offering a variety of activities and extended days. Breakfast 
club starts from 7.30am and afterschool clubs run to 6pm. Please book your 
place as soon as possible using this link 
https://fitforsport.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login 

 
We will of course, continue to make school as Covid safe as it can be by continuing 
with hand washing regimes, additional cleaning and ensuring school is as ventilated 
as possible as per government guidance. We will be updating our risk assessment 
which will be put onto the school website in September 21. 
 
I understand that you may be anxious about things returning back to normal and the 
uncertainty of the future living with Covid, however we are all in this together and will 
get through it, just as we already have done.  
 
To start the new academic year on a positive note I invite all children, parents and 
staff to participate in a photography competition. The theme is ‘happiness in the 
natural world’, specifically thinking about things in nature that make us happy. For an 
adults entry please include your name, child’s name and year group (as of 
September 21) and for a child’s entry, their name and year group. Please only send 
one entry per person. We hope to display these in school for the whole community to 
see in the new term. Please send entries to this email address. 
comp@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk 
 
We also invite you to meet your child’s new class teacher on Monday 6th September 
at pick up time 3.30pm. More details will be sent on the first week back. 
 
It remains only to acknowledge the liminal nature of this time of year, whilst we come 
to an end of one year, saying goodbye to Year 6 and others in our community, there 
is also a hope for the future, new beginnings and some sense of normality in a new 
academic year. 
 
I wish you all a lovely summer break. 

comp@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk


 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Jane O’Brien 
Headteacher 
 
 


