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Dear parents and carers,  

What an extraordinary six weeks it has been. Who would have thought that schools could teach remotely whilst teaching some 
children in school, setting it up so quickly and juggling staffing as people need time off to isolate etc. and carrying on with the 
day to day running of school life?! How things have changed in the past 11 months and what a roller coaster ride its been for 
everyone. 

 

We are extremely grateful for your continuing support throughout what has been the most challenging times. We are aware of 
some of your difficulties, through the conversations we have had with many of you. Home schooling, childcare, working, finan-
cial and health challenges, emotional well-being and the general day to day things that occur have put parents and families 
under so much pressure and we empathise with you all.  

 

As I have said before many of us are parents at St Mary's and have identified our concerns for our own children and families, 
unfortunately, amongst the staff team there have been illness and bereavements and many of us have had to self isolate for 
various reasons.! I suppose what I want to say is we are with you, we understand as we are you! The parents, daughters and 
sons experiencing similar things. Please keep talking to us, we want to support as best we can. 

 

On the 22nd February the Government will be announcing its 'road map' for coming out of lock down. It will only be at this point, 
that school staff will find out some information about when school can reopen again and what that will look like. We are hoping 
that this announcement will bring some positive news, allowing schools to start reopening to more children, however as is often 
the case with these announcements, it takes a while for the details of any changes to be published and therefore we will not 
know until guidance is published. We will share with you, any changes once we have the information. 

 

Many children will have been attached to a 'screen' more than they have ever been! Please can you use the half term break to 
do as many creative and physical activities as possible and refrain from sitting in front of a screen as much as possible as we 
know that it is not great for anyone. If you haven't entered our art competition, half term is the time to 'have a go'. See details in 
newsletter.  

 

If you need to make contact with school over the half term break please email bmckelvey@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk We will be 
checking this email on the 13th and 14th February to support with contact tracing should any staff / children test positive for 
Covid during this time and then periodically over the rest of the half term. If there is something urgent we will get back to you as 

soon as possible. 

The government announced that they would not be providing FSM vouchers over the half term. The London borough of Hack-
ney have now agreed to cover the cost of these vouchers over the half term week. For those that are eligible (already have been 
contacted by Mrs McKelvey), please look out for the Edenred email from Monday 15th February so that you can then redeem 
your voucher. 

 

Please stay safe over the half term holiday and spend some time looking after yourself where you can.  

Best wishes 

 

Jane O'Brien 

Headteacher 

mailto:bmckelvey@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk






  

Sickness and testing 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS THEY MUST NOT COME TO SCHOOL OR IF THEY DEVELOP THEM IN SCHOOL, WILL BE 

SENT HOME. SIBLINGS SHOULD STAY AT HOME TOO. 

A HIGH TEMPERATURE – THIS MEANS YOU FEEL HOT TO TOUCH ON YOUR CHEST OR 
BACK (YOU DO NOT NEED TO MEASURE YOUR TEMPERATURE) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

What to do if you have symptoms -If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to 
have a test. 

Bentley Road - Walk in Bentley Road car 
park, Dalston, N1 
4DB 

8am - 8pm seven days a week 

Hackney Central - Walk in 340 Mare St, E8 
1HA 

8am - 8pm seven days a week 

Sandford Court - walk in Bethune Rd, N16 
5BB 

8am - 8pm seven days a week 

Stamford Hill Bus Garage  Rookwood Road 
N16 6SD 

7 days per week. 
8.00am to 8.oopm 

Hackney Marshes - Walk & drive 
through 

Hackney Marsh-
es Leisure Cen-
tre, 
Homerton Rd, 
LE9 5PF 

Mon—Friday 9.30am—3.30pm 

There are  also 2 testing centres nearby that residents can use: 

Stamford Hill Primary /nursery Berkeley Road, Haringey N15 6HD (7 days 8am-

8pm) 

Guildhall Yard, City of London, EC2V 5AA  (7 days 8am—8pm ) 



 

CELEBRATION  

N 

 

AKIYON 

R NAYLA 

 

YR 1 KHYRO 

YR 2 ELIANA 

YR 3 JADEN 

YR 4 SHAHIEM 

 

YR 5 

 

DAVID 

 

YR 6 

 

FREDDIE 

 

Headteachers’ stars of 

the week are given to 

pupils who have 

demonstrated that 

they are living out our 

 

SPANISH 

 

ZAPHANE –YR6 

SOPHIA—NURSERY 

 

MUSIC 

 

 

SHAHIEM—YR 4 

PE N/A 



Class Attendance %  Rank Number of 

lates 

(punctuality) 

 Rank 

N 75% 8TH N/A N/A 

R 81% 5TH N/A N/A 

1 81% 5TH N/A N/A 

2 81% 5TH N/A N/A 

3 84% 3RD N/A N/A 

4 85% 2ND N/A N/A 

5 90% 1ST N/A N/A 

6 84% 3RD N/A N/A 

 

 

“ Good attendance and punctuality is a large factor in positive out-

comes for children. Lets all aim to be here every day and on time. 

ATTENDANCE WINNERS 

 

YEAR 5 

 



Hold my hand, God, 

lead Dear he way, 

Help me be my best every day. 

Let me know what’s wrong and right, 

Keep me safe day and night, 

Help me with Your 

Love and protect us from harm. 

Give us grace to forgive, 

strength Dear Lord, 

Please bless all of our families with Your 

Love and protect us from harm. 

Give us grace to forgive, 

strength to overcome the difficulties we 
face. 

Keep us together Lord, 

when the world sometimes tries to keep us 
apart. 

the difficulties we face. 

Keep us together Lord, 

when the world sometimes tries to keep us 
apart. 

Lead the way God, 

Hold my hand. 

my hand, God, 

lead the way, 

Help me be my best every day. 

Dear Lord, 

Please bless all of our families with Your 

Love us from harm. 

Give us grace to forgive, 

strength to overcome the difficulties we 
face. 

Keep us together Lord, 

when the world sometimes tries to keep us 
apart. 

Amen 

 

REFLECTION  

 

Dear Lord, 

Please bless all of families with Your 

Love and protect us from harm. 

Give us grace to forgive, 

Strength to overcome the difficulties we face. 

Keep us together Lord, 

When the world sometimes tries to keep us apart. 

 

AMEN 

 

 


