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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Firstly I would like to say a big thank you to all parents and carers. Returning to school has not been easy and 

as a staff team we recognise the challenges and anxieties some people may be facing. With this in mind you 

have all been sending your children to school regularly and have put your trust in us  as you send them back 

in. Compared to other settings our attendance  figures are fantastic at 96.66%. To put this in context, we are 

always aiming to be 95%o (national average) or above in normal times.  It shows that everyone is making 

measured and sensible decisions in a time when having a winter cough and cold has never been thought about 

so much! 

We have now welcomed back Claire Wood our business manager as she returns from maternity leave. Its 

great to have her back at St Mary’s. We have said goodbye to Helen Goldman who filled Claire’s shoes during 

this time. I’m sure you will join me in thanking her for all her work, especially over a very challenging period 

of time. We wish her good luck for the future.  

As we returned to school, we (the staff team) all felt that it was extremely important for the children’s mental 

wellbeing to discuss and share their thoughts and experiences of the lockdown and pandemic. This led me to 

write a series of lessons that staff could adapt and deliver to their classes, ensuring all children got the same 

opportunities to reflect, digest but also look forward. I linked these to our school spiritual values, so that we 

could explore how to use them as a tool for our wellbeing. To help us remember 

the tools we started creating displays in the hall that every child has contributed 

to. Please see below our ‘puzzle of truth’ 

that brings all of our feelings together, 

helping us recognise we are not alone. 

Below you can also see our ‘tree of 

hope’ where we shared our hopes for 

the future and thoughts about how we 

can grow hope with positivity, faith, 

encouragement and love. I will share 

the other displays with you as they are 

completed. 

I am pleased to say that we will be 

opening St Mary’s breakfast club on Monday 2nd November (after the half term break). As with all aspects of 

life there are some changes to how it will be run, to mitigate risks as we  try to keep everyone safe and manage 

staff and children in ‘bubbles’. Changes include limited spaces for each bubble of children and having to book 

and pay on parent pay in advance of the day.  More information will be shared with you before half term, 

however registering with parent pay is crucial if you want to access breakfast club, so please do this if you 

haven't done so already. 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend, 

 

Mrs O’Brien  



Prayer and reflection 
This week our assemblies have been focused on our value of love. 

We have been thinking about what love means to us and what it looks like. 

 

 

Love is a verb 

Let us not love with words or tongue 

But with actions and in truth 

John 3:18 

 

Dear God, 
 
We give thanks for Jesus, the gift that demonstrated your love for us.  
Help us to share and show love with others, even when it is difficult.  
Help us to love those who are difficult to love.  
Guide us to people who need to know your love. 
 
Amen 

Harvest Festival 

More than ever people in our community are struggling financially because of the 

pandemic and other factors.  

As we are now thinking about Harvest Festival, a time when we give thanks to God 

for the things we have  and the people that help us, we thought it our service to 

demonstrate an act of kindness. 

We are inviting parents, carers and staff to make food donations to St 

Mary’s foodbank which will be then distributed to the most needy fami-

lies in our community. 

Your children will be able to bring these items into school and staff will take them in-

to the hall to display. 

They will be delivered to the Foodbank over the half term break. 

Thank you in advance for your kindness in supporting us with this and helping others 

in need. 

See list of items most needed . 



  

Sickness and testing 

IF YOUR CHILD HAS ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS THEY MUST NOT COME TO SCHOOL OR IF THEY DEVELOP THEM IN 
SCHOOL, WILL BE SENT HOME. SIBLINGS SHOULD STAY AT HOME TOO. 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your 
temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 
24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, 
or things smell or taste different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to have a test. 
 

School are happy to support you with booking a test online however, it is extremely difficult to book online at the 

moment. If you or your child needs to have a test we have been advised that the following places have walk in cen-

tres. 

 Yesodey Hatorah Girls’ School Mobile Coronavirus Testing Unit, Egerton Road, N16 6UB  
 Bentley Road Car Park, London N1 4BZ - which is open every day from 8am to 8pm. 

We are grateful for all donations  

however we are unable to take fresh food 

 or baby milk/powder.  

 

Thank you 



 

Celebration 

ead Teacher 

award 

Headteachers’ stars of the week 
are given to pupils 

who have demonstrated that 
they are living out our school 

values.  
 
 

N GRACE 

R LARAYAH 

1 ARTHUR 

2 JAKE 

3 J’NIYAH 

4 OTTO 

5 KWABENA 

6 CAN 
 

SPANISH 

 

FREDDIE—RECEPTION 

 

MUSIC 

 

EKRAN—YR 4 

 

PE 

 

ABBIGAIL—YR 3 

“ Celebrating children's 
skills and knowledge . 
Awards chosen by special-
ist teachers and staff.” 

 



Class Attendance 

% 

 Rank Number of lates 

(punctuality) 

 Rank 

N 100% 1st 0 1st 

R 98.02% 4th 1 3rd 

1 98.02% 5th 10 8th 

2 94.87% 7th 0 1st 

3 93.21% 8th 7 7th 

4 100% 1st 5 5th 

5 100% 1st 4 4th 

6 97.66% 6th 5 5th 

Attendance 

winners 

100% 

YR5/YR4 & 

Nursery 

Punctuality  

winners 

0 lates 

YR 2/NURSERY 

“ Good attendance and punc-
tuality is a large factor in pos-
itive outcomes for children. 
Lets all aim to be here every 
day and on time. Missing 
school = Missing learning. ” 

Celebration—Attendance 


