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Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We have had a great week at school and the children are working really hard and having fun.  

Mrs McKelvey and I have been able to make the most of the bright weather to lead assemblies for the children 
(some in the hall and some in the playground). Looking at the weather moving forward this may not be possi-
ble so we are revising our plan and looking at how we can deliver assemblies remotely to classes now the 
weather is changing. This will be something new for us both to master. I will let you know how we get on. 

The staff team were looking at the dates in the diary and it was sad to see that lots of events that we usually 
have cannot go ahead in the same way. On a positive note it has made us think more creatively about how we 
can ensure the children can still have great experiences and learning in school.  

October is Black History month and as a school we usually celebrate this, culminating in dance workshops 
and an International event that the community are invited to. In 2020 teaching about Black History has never 
been so important with the world being forced to see the reality of racism, unnecessary killings and the im-
pact that the pandemic has had on the BAME community across the world. St Mary’s will still be teaching 
Black History during this month as well as it being embedded through the curriculum we teach across the 
year. 

Last term children chose topics related to 2020,  Black Lives Matter and the pandemic featured heavily and 
the children showed enthusiasm and passion for the areas they covered creating posters, artwork and writing 
about the world around them. As you may remember we used lots of this work for the time capsules that were 
buried on the school grounds, however some went on display. As parents are not coming into school at the 
moment I thought I would share some of these amazing displays with you.  See below. 

We have noticed that some children are wearing trainers to school which is puzzling as we didn't see this at 
the beginning of term. We can only think that children are thinking that trainers are their preferred choice 
and are trying to see if they can get away with wearing them (because they wear them on PE days). Please can 
you ensure that your children have school shoes  and that they are wearing them to school every day other 
than when they come to school in their PE kit. We do not want to have to call parents to drop off school shoes! 
Can I also ask that you make sure that your child comes to school with a coat as the weather is changing.  

69% of our pupils are signed up to ParentPay. Unfortunately we still have 53 families that are not set up. You 
may ask why this is important? The school office is cashless so any payment made to the school needs to be 
done via parent pay. As the school year progresses there will be things that you will need to purchase for your 
child to participate or use, for example school disco ticket, Christmas  workshops or if you need a school meal.  
This needs to be done now in preparation for when you need it, even if you don’t use it for a while. Ms Kenne-
dy has sent all of the parents without an account, an email which , with a click of the link and some details will 
mean you are set up. Please contact Ms Kennedy if you are having problems with this so she can help resolve 
them for you. 

 

Have a fabulous weekend, 

 

Mrs O’Brien  

Headteacher 

 



Prayer and reflection 
This week our assemblies have been focused on our school value, courage. ‘To stand up 
for what is right, overcome our fears and aspire to make a positive change.’ We looked at 
the courage of a real life superhero called Christopher Reeve. Christopher was an actor 

and was in the Superman movie. However his own challenges following an accident meant 
he found courage within him to overcome obstacles. 

“Courage is when an ordinary person finds strength to carry on and endure in spite of 
overwhelming obstacles.” Christopher Reeve 

 

We also looked at the story of ‘David and Goliath’ and how David found courage in his job 
as a Shepherd and when standing up to Goliath. 

 

Dear God, 

Sometimes it feels like there are lots of hard things for us to overcome. 

We know that you are with us today and every day, looking over us and giving us strength. 

Give us courage in all we do. Help us to find courage within. Help us to learn from others courage. 

Amen 

Displays from the Summer term on topics chosen by the children  

and relevant to 2020 



  

Sickness and testing 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS 

If your child has any of these symptoms they must not come to school or if they develop them in school, will be 

sent home. Siblings should stay at home too. 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 
your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste any-
thing, or things smell or taste different to normal 

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms. 

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS 

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus: 

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible. 

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to have a test. 
 

School are happy to support you with booking a test online however, it is extremely difficult to book online at 

the moment. If you or your child needs to have a test we have been advised that the following places have walk 

in centres. 

 Yesodey Hatorah Girls’ School Mobile Coronavirus Testing Unit, Egerton 
Road, N16 6UB  

      on 6, 13, 27, 29, 30 September and 1, 18 and 25 October  

 

 Bentley Road Car Park, London N1 4BZ - which is open every day from 
8am to 8pm. 

 

 



 

Celebration 

ead Teacher 

award 

Headteachers’ stars of the week 
are given to pupils 

who have demonstrated that 
they are living out our school 

values.  
 
 

N NERIAH 

R MAKAYLA 

1 LEON 

2 JEREMIAH 

3 D’NEIL 

4 KHAYDEN 

5 ASTRID 

6 FREDDIE 
 

SPANISH 

 

CHANELLE—YR 1 

 

MUSIC 

 

JASON—YR 6 

 

PE 

 

JAMAL—YR 4 

“ Celebrating children's 
skills and knowledge . 
Awards chosen by special-
ist teachers and staff.” 

PEN LICENCE 

KEMEL YR 5 



Class Attend-

ance % 

 Rank Number of lates 

(punctuality) 

 Rank 

R 99.46 4TH 7 7th 

1 97.37 5TH 5 6th 

2 100 1ST 0 1st 

3 100 1ST 2 3rd 

4 100 1ST 1 2nd 

5 96.15 7TH 3 5th 

6 96.99 6TH 3 4th 

Attendance 

winners 

YR 2/3/4 

Punctuality  

winners 

YR 2 
“ Good attendance and punc-
tuality is a large factor in pos-
itive outcomes for children. 
Lets all aim to be here every 
day and on time. Missing 
school = Missing learning. ” 

Celebration—Attendance 


