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Dear Parents and Carers,   

  

Welcome back!  

I cannot tell you how wonderful it is to have all of the children back in school, to have some face to face contact and 

communication with you (albeit from a distance!) and to have the whole staff team together.   

From Monday morning we have been overwhelmed with the smiling faces, excitement and enthusiasm of our children who 

all appear to be more than happy to be back in school. I know there have been a few moments where the gratitude and joy 

that this almost normal time has given us, has been a little emotional!  

Making plans in our heads and walking them through ourselves is no way near a good substitute for having children and 

parents testing the systems that we have put in place.  This week has been challenging as we are constantly reviewing and 

making small changes to the new routines in school to improve them. We hope that you would agree that having four 

different gates is working well, however we know it is more challenging for those that have two or more children to collect. 

We would suggest arriving at the first gate as it opens to allow 10 minutes to get to the next before it closes.   

Many schools across the country have continued to provide packed lunches, however at St Marys we were determined to 

provide a proper meal for the children. We have had many hurdles to overcome, but I believe yesterday, the staff had the 

systems working perfectly because of their reflectiveness, quick thinking and hard work. This means that all of our 

children can have a hot meal and dessert every day whilst being in their bubbles, keeping safe and doing it within the 

lunchtime period.  

We continue to need your support to ensure everyone's safety and the smooth running of school. Here's a check list for 

you.  

Every day provide a reusable water bottle that is labelled clearly.  

Label my child’s school uniform so we are able to locate owners for the many jumpers and cardigans that children 

leave in school.  

Call the office before 9am if your child is absent and explain why they are absent.  

Email or call the office if you need to talk to a member of staff.  

Send my child into school wearing their PE kit on PE days (days will be in the class letters sent out today).  Remember 

plain black bottoms and a plain white t shirt and trainers.   

Please be patient at the end of the day when we are safely dismissing children.  

Thank you for your understanding, patience and hard work as you adjust to  new school systems. We do understand how 

challenging it is getting children to school and the military operation that happens all before 9 o’clock in the morning ,as 

many of us are parents too! Please keep talking to us  if you have any questions or concerns and we will keep talking to 

you. It’s the only way we can keep up with the many changes and keep improving what we are doing.  

For now, have a good weekend, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you next week.  

  

Mrs O’Brien  

Headteacher  

St Mary ’ s News 

  



Lockdown and other updates!  

  

Our lockdown correspondence was a lot more personal than usual school correspondence as we shared 

our challenges, hobbies and general lockdown experiences. Some people have asked for updates on my 

gardening, of which was a new pastime for me. Here goes!  

As you will know, I started growing vegetables, mainly from seeds. This 

has mostly been successful, particularly  the lettuces, spinach and 

radishes. At the moment I am very excited by my chilli plants. I had so 

many I had to give lots away. Mrs Joseph (Ms Barker) and Mrs McKelvey 

have one each and I am making 

regular checks on their progress, 

making sure they are caring for 

them correctly! Here’s a photo of 

my chilli’s a few weeks ago.  

  

I was not as keen on growing 

potatoes. For anyone that has a 

large garden I would recommend it 

as it is easy to do, however, if like me you have a small 

garden and like order and things looking tidy then don’t do 

it! Potato plants grow so much, its like hav- 

ing many beanstalks except they were so heavy they kept flopping 

over. I spent many an evening constructing frames to hold them 

up but with little success! Never the less, I had a great batch of 

potatoes.  

  

Some exciting news that I would like to share is that of a 

wedding. Miss  

Barker was due to get married during the lockdown, but like  

many other people had it 

cancelled and was very 

disappoint- 

ed and sad.  However, 

without many people 

knowing she took the 

opportunity during the first week of the summer, to have her 

special day and get married. We are so pleased for her and wish 

her  

and her husband many congratula- 

tions and a future filled with happiness and good health. So 

from now  

onwards, its Mrs Joseph!  

  



Before we broke up for the summer teachers were providing work on themes around 2020. The work 

that was created has been displayed in school and put into time capsules for people of the future to find! 

Whilst the builders were  

working in school over the summer break Mr Thompson, Mrs Mckelvey and myself buried the time 

capsules outside of  my office. They should be an       interesting read!  

Sickness and testing  

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF CORONAVIRUS  

If your child has any of these symptoms they must not come to school or if they develop them in 
school, will be sent home. Siblings should stay at home too.  

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need 
to measure your temperature)  

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)  

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal  

Most people with coronavirus have at least 1 of these symptoms.  

WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS  

If you have any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:  

1. Get a test to check if you have coronavirus as soon as possible.  

2. Stay at home and do not have visitors until you get your test result – only leave your home to 
have a test.   
School are happy to support you with booking a test online however, it is extremely difficult to 

book online at the moment. If you or your child needs to have a test we have been advised that the 

following places have walk in centres.  

• Yesodey Hatorah Girls’ School Mobile Coronavirus Testing Unit, Egerton Road, N16 6UB        

on 6, 13, 27, 29, 30 September and 1, 18 and 25 October   

• Bentley Road Car Park, London N1 4BZ - which is open every day from 8am to 8pm.  

  

As always, you need to make a judgement if your child is feeling unwell to whether you send  your 

child into school. Of course with the current pandemic you need to be a little  more cautious.   

You know your child best and if they are too poorly, or have the above symptoms you must not 

send them into school.   

However please keep in mind this is the time when children get colds etc. so a slight sore throat 

may not be a reason to keep them off. If in doubt please talk to us.  We understand it is a tricky 

time.  

Prayer and reflection  

Lord, a simple prayer as we return to 

school  



Keep us healthy  

 Keep us safe  
 
 

Help us to be as happy as we can be  

Amen  


