
 

 

  

 

                                                                                           

  

 

 

 

                

 

 
30th March 2020 

 
 
Hello St Mary’s children and parents, 

I hope that you are all well and healthy! 

Its been an extremely strange week or so, hasn’t it?  

I have found it strange for many reasons. One, I never realised how difficult it 

would be running the school whilst mostly being at home. It took a while to get 

set up on the computer and to ensure all our systems were in place, even now we 

are still trying to improve things. I hear some of you have had challenges with 

technology too, setting up Google drive for instance. It’s so frustrating! 

I am also finding not being able to go out as and when I please a challenge. I  am 

having to find other ways to keep busy inside the house and so have taken up 

drawing and baking bread when I am not working. I have also had fun playing 

cards and monopoly with my children over the weekend. I can’t wait to hear 

about the games you have been playing at home. We have to keep reminding 

ourselves that we are doing the right thing staying at home and keeping ourselves 

and others safe. 

Trying to get food from the supermarket continues to be the highlight of the 

week! Getting a delivery or collection slot is impossible at the moment. Has that 

been your experience too? The trips to the supermarket are definitely an 

adventure! I have been trying to shop for my  parents and two elderly neighbours 

too, which means I have 4 lists and can only get so many items, which is a maths 

problem solving exercise in itself!  We have also been more adventurous with our 

meals as we make sure we use everything up!  

Every morning, Mrs Mckelvey, Ms Barker and myself still have a meeting 

although we are all in our own houses and are talking remotely. On one day I was 

still in my pyjama’s, this was weird! We plan what needs to be done for the day 

and share out the tasks. We have been kept busy with the many changes that are 
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happening on a daily basis. At the same time other school jobs still need to 

happen, like setting the budget for the next financial year.  Another maths 

problem solving task for me. Your teachers are working at home and are busy 

preparing work for the children and working on curriculum developments. Staff 

are currently on a rota looking after children that need care whilst their families 

are working hard in some of the importants jobs that are helping people at the 

moment. We have been working with the staff at Grasmere school to provide this 

care. Parents can find out more information about this and other things on the 

school website, which is updated regularly.  

Something that I am trying to plan for is my sons birthday this week! I am trying 

to be creative in making his day special when he can’t see his friends or family. I 

hope the cake I make him is as good as the one I would normally buy in the 

supermarket! I will let you know next week how the birthday celebrations went. If 

any of you have birthdays this week, ‘happy birthday’ and I hope you have some 

fun at home with your family. 

It is a very difficul time and I hope that you are trying to keep yourselves busy 

with activities each day! I was feeling a bit miserable on Friday however this is 

normal and I made sure I was busy, kept talking with my family and friends and 

remembered all the positive things over the weekend. This made me feel so much 

better.  

So, keep up the good work everyone. I’m hoping that this week will feel less 
strange as we all get into a routine.  We don’t know how  long this situation will 
continue but we will keep you updated on the website, so please keep checking it.  
 
Have a good week . 
 
 
Jane O’Brien 
Headteacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


