
 

 

  

 

                                                                                           

  

 

 

 

                

 
8th May 2020 

 
 
Happy Monday St Mary’s, 
 
I apologise that I was unable to get a letter to you last Thursday, however there 
was a problem with the servers at school which meant that I could not get onto 
the school computer system and therefore finish the newsletter.  
 
You may remember that I was a bit frustrated last week as I had some plants that 
needed repotting, however I had been unable to buy any compost to replant 
them! Well, I am very pleased to share that most of my plants are now in their 
new homes and are thriving. Some are flowering already and others are looking 
healthier and bigger by the day. I still have some herbs and vegetables growing 
in small pots and when they are stronger they will go in a trough with the radishes 
that are already growing! This all came about because of the kindness of one of 
the families from school, who, when out shopping came across some compost! 
They bought some for me, got in touch via email and dropped it off at school for 
me to collect, how thoughtful is that. That small act of kindness, made me really 
happy.  
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This week was a special week as my 
husband and I celebrated our 20th 
wedding anniversary.I cannot believe 
20 years have passed that quickly! 
On the day of our anniversary  we 
were both working, however our 
children made our evening very 
special by cooking a lovely meal for 
us. They decorated the table with 
flowers and candles and prepared a 
delicious dinner. Have you done 
anything special for your parents? 

Maybe write them a message, draw them a picture, or help make them dinner or 
lunch. Us parents really do appreciate the small things! 
 
 
Chinneka in Year 1 has been attending Grasmere over the past few weeks and is 
really enjoing all the activities there. This has inspired her to be more creative. 
This week Chinneka asked if I could share some of her art work. I am really 
impressed with her detailed drawings of characters and paintings of buildings, it 
is hard to see on the photos below but she has obviously worked really hard on 
these creations. I hope she has displayed them somewhere as they would really 
brighten up a room. 
 

 
 
 
 
For those staff that are working from home, having a little bit of extra time has 
given them the opportunity to do many different things. 
 



 

 

Mrs Gavin our music teacher has a cat. As she has been at home a lot more she 
has been able to spend a lot more time playing with it. Can you guess what her 
Cat’s name is? Mrs Gavin has also been busy cooking and baking. This home 
made soup and bread looks amazing! 
 

 
 
When Mr Clark has been out of school, Miss Olusanya has been teaching in Year 
4 as well as sometimes teaching in other classes.  She has been sharing some of 
things that she has been doing at home and I am very impressed with her baking 
and cooking skills. Here is a birthday cake and a chicken soup she made. She 
may have to give me some lessons. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s been nice for me to keep busy with 
baking cakes for family and cooking 
things I have never had a chance to 

make before. I am currently working on 
a food blog that I have always wanted 
to have. Cooking is therapeutic and 
even though it doesn’t always go to 
plan, it is still really exciting! I am 

hoping to keep it up once we get back 
into things and my family are enjoying 

being well fed! 
 



 

 

  
 
I am hoping that some of you took time to learn about and maybe celebrate VE 
day. Later this week I will share with you what I did on VE day, can you email 
some photos or information  of the things you did? It would be great to share. 
 
We may also know a liitle more next week about the plan to reopen schools, 
however we will have to wait to hear what our Prime Minister, Boris Johnson says 
on Sunday. Hopefully we can give some more information about this next week. 
 
Lastly, there are some families that may be finding being in lockdown extremely 
hard for many different reasons. There are many charitable organisations that are 
able to support you should you need it. Although ‘The Boiler House’ usually only 
supports families in a specific area they are opening up the work they do to St 
Mary’s families. Please take a look at the information that should have been sent 
in a follow up email. They are there to help you. This information has been kindly 
shared with us by one of our parents. 
 
Remember that we all love to hear what you and your families have been up to. 
Please email any photographs and messages and I can put them in the 
newsletter. Also, if you have any other questions whether its about free school 
meal vouchers, childcare or anything else please email admin (above) or Mrs 
McKlevey bmckelvey@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk who are coordinating he 
communication coming in from families. 
 
Missing you all, 
Jane O’Brien  
Headteacher 
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