
 

 

  

 

                                                                                           

  

 

 

 

                

 

 
23rd April 2020 

 
 
Greetings from my garden, 
 

Again we have been treated to some gorgeous 
sunshine and warm weather. This means I am 
making the most of working in my garden. This is a 
real treat as, as the children know I am often stuck in 
my office doing the least interesting part of my job, 
paperwork! I much prefer being in classrooms, 
around the school and outside with all of you 
(children). I am fortunate to have a small garden so I 
am grateful at this time, as I know for many people, 
they don’t have this luxury. I hope you all manage to 
get outside for a walk and to see the beautiful blue 
sky and hear the birds that appear to be tweeting 
more loudly than ever. Have you noticed that? 
 

Many children are accessing the google drive and the learning that their teachers 
have set for them. Earlier this week I sent a letter via email that tells you about 
two other learning platforms that can supliment what the teachers are providing. 
Make sure you take a look. Secondly, please note that the google drive password 
has been reset for the children. This has been sent via text to parents so 
hopefully you have it and will be able to log on as normal.  
 
 
We received another lovely message this week, this time from Arwen in Year 4 
and her mum Laura. She too has made a beautiful picture that’s in her window. 
Arwen told us that she has been keeping busy with the work Mr Clark sets but in 
the afternoon she has been doing lots of fun things.  These have included, arts 
and crafts,  baking and watching Disney +. For those that know me well,  will 
know that baking and Disney are two things I love too! Can you see my love of 
Disney in my garden photograph? You may have seen me with it in school. 
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It’s great to hear Arwen is keeping in touch with friends 
over facetime, zoom etc. I know she also enjoyed 
talking to Mr Clark this week on the telephone. Some of 
Arwen’s family are in Spain and they should have 
visited them over the Easter break.I bet Arwen is 
missing them!  I think we all understand how it feels 
when we can’t see friends and family at this time, 
however we must remember we will get to see them 
when this is all over. I know I am missing my parents 
very much and am looking forward to giving them a big 
hug. 
 
 

 
As a muslim, Miss Begum has been preparing for 
Ramadan which starts this evening until 23rd May. 
Some of you may be celebrating Ramadan too. 
Muslims all over the world will be fasting during 
daylight hours,  which is one of the pillars of Islam. 
If you want to find out more about Ramadan follow 
the link below. Its good to know about other 
peoples cultures and religions, even if yours is very 
different. That’s why we always have our 
International Day celebrations  in school, we can 
all learn about our similarities and differences, 
particularly when we are sharing food from around 
the world. These tuna crunch pyramids that Miss 
Begam has made in preparation for Ramadan are 

looking  delicious. https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976 
 

This is Bruno. He is enjoying getting lots of attention 
from his owners as they are spending so much time 
at home with him. He is enjoying the sunshine too, as 
he is getting lots of long walks with two members of 
the St Mary’s community. Can you guess who Bruno 
belongs to? Keep reading to find out who his owners 
are! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23286976


 

 

This sounds silly, however I am very excited as tomorrow we will have our first 
staff inset (training)  using zoom . Previously our meetings have taken place over 
the telephone or by sending emails back and forth. This means it will be the first 
time all of the teachers have seen eachother since school closed. I am hoping 
that they will be well behaved as I know everyone is excited to see eachother and 
will have a lot of catching up to do (albeit only through the computer camera). I 
hope the teachers  can focus and then, after the meeting they can have a chat 
together! I’m sure they will not be as well behaved as you all are. I will let you 
know next week! 
 
Some of the jobs we have been working on at home are rewriting the school 
curriculum to specifically meet the needs of our school community. We want to 
have this all ready for the Autumn term in September. Is there anything that you 
think is important to learn about? Please message your class teacher on 
googledrive or ask a grown up to email Mrs McKelvey if you have any ideas. 
Maybe you will think of something that we haven’t. We are also designing a new 
and improved website, again ready for September (or before if we can). There is 
also a lot of time spent contacting families and managing the childcare provision 
at Grasmere school. 
 
On this note I am sure you will join me in thanking the staff at Grasmere school 
who have allowed us to join them to provide childcare. As both schools have very 
small numbers of children it made sense to share resources. This week Senor 
Enric and Miss Mersha are there helping to look after children. We also have 
Charity, our chef working from Grasmere providing lunch and snacks for all of the 
staff and children currently attending. With the amazing team work of the staff 
from both schools, the children are safe and enjoying their time there.  
 

   
A few weeks ago Miss 
Singleton helped at 
Grasmere school but 
now she is very busy at 
home. Here is a 
message from her.  
 
 
 
 
Miss Singleton’s 
daughters busy at work. 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
There are lots reports in the media about when schools will go back. The reality 
is no one knows at this time as the priority has to be keeping everyone as safe as 
possible. So although I am missing you all dearly we will have to wait until it’s the 
right time. All of the staff are missing you too and we are looking forward to when 
we are all together again, so until then love eachother, be kind, be hopeful, have 
courage and be truthful in all you do. Do you recognise these? I hope you still 
remember all of our school values? 
 
Remember that we all love to hear what you and your families have been up to. 
Please email any photographs and messages and I can put them in the 
newsletter. Also, if you have any other questions whether its about free school 
meal vouchers, childcare or anything else please email admin (above) or Mrs 
McKlevey bmckelvey@st-marys.hackney.sch.uk who are coordinating he 
communication coming in from families. 
 
Remember to clap for the NHS tonight, I will be. Have a great week. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Jane O’Brien  
Headteacher 
 
 

 
 Hello everyone, we have been trying to keep a 
little bit of a routine in our household! Still trying 
to get our heads around home schooling which I 

am sure a lot of you are too! My girls Sophia 
(age 7) and Isabella (aged 4) are enjoying our 
little schedule that we write together everyday 

which has a mix of home schooling tasks, yoga, 
ballet, baking and creative time! I hope you are 

well and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
Miss Singleon  

 

 

Did you 
guess who 
Bruno’s 
owners 
are? 
 
Answer: 
Miss 
Perdicou 
(Y5)  and 
Chloe in 
Nursery. 
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