ST. MARY'S
C. OF E. PRIMARY SCHOOL

“Through God’s love, we strive to be the best we can be.

1 MARCH, 2019 NEWSLETTER NO: 18

Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope that you all had a great half term break and enjoyed the glorious sunshine that we were
surprised with.

This week has been an extremely exciting week as children designed, investigated and made products
for DT week. The results are amazing and have been displayed around school.

You may be aware of something called the Momo challenge from the news or social media. We have
had incidents of children and adults talking about it in school. It appears to be a scary message
encouraging self-harm that can pop up on genuine ¢ h i | dtr peogransnes on the internet. Although
the Momo challenge is now being reported as a hoax, the reports, warnings and disturbing images
discussing this could still cause distress to children.

If this is something you are concerned about please read information form ParentZone who work
closely with CEOP https://parentzone.org.uk/article/three-minute-briefing-momo-challenge . Advice is
not to talk to children about it unless individual children mention it, as the first thing they will do is
google it' However, if it has become an issue, this video from CBBC is great to show without actually
mentioning the M word https://www.bbc.com/ownit/its-personal/when-you-see-something-scary-
online no nasty pictures, just really good advice. Please take a look first and make sure you feel it is
appropriate for your child. We hope that this is helpful.

It is world book day next week, we look forward to seeing children dressed up as their favourite book
characters and participating in the dastumeineacht i v i
class!

Have a good weekend.

Jane O’'Brien
Head Teacher

Dates for your diary

SPRING 2019
Week Date Event / activity Who
2 Thurs 7' March 2019 World Book Day Whole School
2 Thurs 7 March 2019 YR 2 Parents SATs Info meeting 3.40p YR 2 parents
3 Mon 11" March 2019 Science Week Whole School
3 Thurs 14 March 2019 Year 4 Assembly (2.50pm) Year 4 parents/staff
3 Friday 18' March 2019 Red Nose Day Whole school
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We would like to remind parents of the importance of getting your child to school on time. Many of you
are never or rarely late, this is great, well done.

However, we have noted that the main office has been extremely busy after the gate has closed at 9am
with late comers. It is our job to highlight to you that when a child is late the impact on a child is loss of

|l earning. At St Mary’'s children | d&nhdamental lessinef mor ni
reading.

This is time that your child will not get back and it will impact on their achievement throughout their
school career. We have noticed slower progress for some children who are persistently late. Being late
regularly (persistently poor punctuality) is not acceptable and not fair on the child. Children often feel
embarrassed or uncomfortable as they enter the classroom late or when their class does not achieve
awards for punctuality.

Please get your routines organised so that your child does not miss out on their learning and we do not
have to keep communicating with parents both collectively and individually about this.

Many thanks for your cooperation with this.
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Congratulations to all the children that have received the star of the week award at our
celebration assembly this week.

Children receive these by ‘living out’ one or more of our school values.

HOPE
COURAGE
LOVE
RESPECT
TRUTH

This week children have been thinking about the words tolerance and prejudice
as they read the story of the Good Samaritan.

Lord, help me to be ever aware of the commandment to love you and to love my neighbour as
myself.

Help me to be a merciful neighbour, even when it is inconvenient, when time is short or other
responsibilities loom.

Hel p me to remember the Good Samaritan and
Go, and do likewise.

Amen




DINNER MONE

Reminder: Dinner raney must be paid in advance of yoehild having a school dinner
The school is not obliged to provide a school dinner where payment is not forthcoming or where
authorisation for free school meals has not been received. We will therefact promptly to address such
issues at an early stage.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

YEAR 2 SATs

On Thursday 7" March at 3:40 there will be a parent’s information session regarding the year 2 SATs
and how you can support your child. A letter will be send out after half term with more information, but

please put this date in your diary.
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Year 5¢ Visit to the Science Museum

Year 5 attended the wonder lab at the science museum, this was linked with their science topic Hoeces.
pupils got to experience a range of fun investigations and even got to test out different materials on a slide t
see which had the most/least friction! They also watched an interactive and fun show before heading home,

Design and technology week

Yars 1¢ 6 have been very busy this week with DT. Please see some of the photos below exhibiting theif
amazing work.




AIR POLLUTION

We have received feedback from the Principal Pollution Control Offieaekney Council regarding the

jdzl t AGe Y2y AlG2NRyYy33 .Bafardaddata colegted sygdestsithatelr quality in the RSA
playground of St Mary's meets both National Air Quality Objective and World Health Organisation Guideling
Vdues for Nitrogen Dioxide and Particulate Matter (PM10). Overall the monitoring results are positive and
suggest air quality is good within the playground at St Mary's School. The World Health Organisation guideljne
are more stringent which the results raethese guidelines. We are aware of the challenge feolocal
community groughat believe the data is inaccurate and we will monitor the situation going forward.

CleanAir

IN LONDON
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