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WE ARE A CHURCH SCHOOL THAT STRIVES TO SERVE OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY 
 

The governors, who are responsible for admissions to the Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary 
School, have agreed with the Local Education Authority to admit 26 pupils for this year group and this 
applies to the current school year. These arrangements and the admissions criteria below are reviewed 
annually. 
 

Admissions Procedure 
 

(a) Application for admission can be made after the child reaches his/her second birthday on 
forms available from the school office. The Headteacher will explain the admissions procedure 
at an open day, details of which are given on request.   

(b) The governors will admit 26 children to the nursery class in the autumn term of the academic 
year in which they will be 4 years old. 

(c) A parent who wishes their child to be admitted to nursery class will complete an application 
form and the school’s supplementary form when requesting a place under criteria 2 and 3, 
available from the school office.  

(d) Return forms to the school by nominated day. 
(e) Parents will be informed on the first Monday in May if their child has been offered a place. 

 

When there are more applicants than there are places, the governors will allocate places to children in the 
following order of priority: 
 

(1) Looked-after child or a child who was previously looked after but immediately after being 
looked after became the subject of an adoption, residence, or a special guardianship order. 

Mission Statement and Values 

“Through God’s love, we strive to be the best we can be.” 

St Mary’s is an inspiring and creative school which fosters a love of learning as well as 
developing skills for life. We strive to enhance every child’s moral, spiritual, intellectual, 
social and physical well-being and celebrate every child’s gifts. 

As a faith school we hold love at the centre of all we do. This and the following values 
reflect the ethos of our school. 

Respect – ourselves, each other and our environment 

Courage – to stand up for what is right, overcome our fears and embrace new challenges 

Truth – in the choices we make and our dealings with family, friends, school and 
community  

Hope – that inspires us to look forward in confidence to a better life for all 

 



 
(2) Children subject to a Child Protection Plan for whom this is the nearest school. 

 
(3) Children whose parents are regular worshippers at St Mary’s Church, Stoke Newington.  

(Regular worship is attendance at least once a month at services for a period of at least one 
year prior to the application.) A supporting letter is required from the relevant parish priest 

 
(4) Children whose parents are regular worshippers (as detailed above) at other Christian churches 

and who reside within the parish boundaries of St Mary’s Church, Stoke Newington. A 
supporting letter is required from the relevant Christian minister.  (Children who have access 
to a local denominational school of their own faith will not be considered under this category) 

 
(5) Children who have a sibling at the school at the time of attendance. 

 
(6) Children of members of staff who have worked at the school for at least two years prior to 

the academic year for which they are applying.  
 

(7) Of the remaining applicants, those who live closest to the school. Distance will be measured in a 
straight line from the child’s home address to the centre of the school, using the Local 
Authority’s computerised measuring system.  

 
(8) In the event of two children living exactly the same distance, the allocation will be determined by 

lottery, which will be carried out by the Admissions Committee in the presence of an 
independent witness. 

 
 

Note 1 
Children with a statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) that specifies the school as the placement 
school will be allocated a place through a separate procedure in accordance to the Special Educational Needs 
Practice.   
 
Note 2 
In the case of twins or multiple birth, if a place if offered to one of the children priority will be given to all 
of the other siblings and the Governing Body will establish if the school is able to admit above numbers. If 
this is not possible the allocation of the place will be determined by lottery, which will be carried out by the 
Admissions Committee in the presence of an independent eye witness 
 
Note 3 
Should the number of applicants eligible in a particular criterion exceed the number of places available, 
preference will be given based on distance from the school according to the formula in criterion 7. 
 
Note 4 
For the purposes of these applications, parent should be taken to include carer, guardian or foster 
parent/carer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unsuccessful applicants will be placed on a waiting list in order of the above priorities. 
 
 

In Year Admissions  
Vacancies for places in all year groups will be offered to those on the waiting list according to the admissions 
criteria above.    
 

Admissions Appeals  
 

Parents who are not offered a place for their child are entitled to appeal to an independent committee 
under the provisions of the Education Act 1980.   Parents wishing to appeal should complete an appeal 
form, which is available from the school.  
 

Please note: A place in the nursery class does not guarantee a place in the Reception class. All parents must 
follow primary admission procedures for admission to the Reception class.                                                

 


